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Shakespeare 101 

Has your knowledge of The Bard taken a hit since high school? Have you always wanted to read  Hamlet ? Well, this guide 

gives you a step-by-step list of Shakespeare plays in an easy-to-follow order. Most of these plays are commonly assigned 

in school, and for good reason--they o�er relatively easy introductions to Shakespeare’s style, they’re all relatable and 

relevant to life today, and they feature some of his most beautiful writing. So whether you’re a novice or a regular reader 

of Elizabethan drama, pick a play below and jump in, or start with number one and work your way through! 

Play #1:  Romeo and Juliet 

● Why start here?  Well, it's probably Shakespeare's most accessible play in terms of plot 

and language. You already know the story, and many of the lines in this play are very 

well-known.  

● Themes to look out for:  The stars as instruments of fate, the foolishness of young love, 

di�erent characters' understandings of love.  

● Big question to ponder:  Who is responsible for the outcome of this tragedy?  

Play #2:  Twelfth Night 

● Why read this play?  Twelfth Night  is a great introduction to Shakespearean comedy--with mistaken identities, 

love stories, and lots of singing, it's a fun, relatively easy read.  

● Themes to look out for:  di�erent views on love, the foolishness of ambition, questions of identity. 

● Big question to ponder:  Are certain types of love better or more logical than others?  

Play #3:  Henry V 

● Why read this play?  Henry V  is a great introduction to Shakespeare's histories, and it's 

also more exciting than some of his other history plays. King Henry has to overcome his 

past reputation and prove himself to be a good king of England. This is also what I would 

consider to be the source text for every war movie ever made, and most sports movies, 

too! 

● Themes to look out for:  what war does to us, the similarities and di�erences between 

commoners and kings, morality in leadership, brotherhood and friendship 

● Big question to ponder:  What makes a good king? 

Play #4:  Macbeth 

● Why read this play?  Macbeth  is a somewhat easy introduction to the world of Shakespeare's tragedies, and 

especially his so-called "high" or "great" tragedies. There are enough supernatural events to keep you interested, 

and Macbeth's murderous ambition leads to insanity and sleeplessness, which always makes for an interesting 

ride!  

● Themes to look out for:  fate vs. free will, the in�uence of ambition, the natural vs. the supernatural, the natural 

vs. the unnatural, manhood and womanhood 

● Big Questions to Ponder:  How does ambition corrupt us? How would our �aws consume us if left unchecked? 

Play #5:  Hamlet 

● Why read this play?  Because I believe it's Shakespeare's greatest accomplishment, and 

it's an immovable cornerstone in English literature.  

● Themes to look out for:  revenge, justice, madness, family obligation, corruption 

● Big questions to ponder:  Could this tragedy have been prevented? When is revenge 

warranted?  

  

   

Find more resources like this at www.book�fty.com! 


